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Summary: Crime and violence pose a serious challenge to Mexico. The problem appears to 

be growing worse, with 2011 on pace to become the most violent year on record. The rising 

violence in Mexico has resulted in a sharply heightened sense of fear among citizens, who 

now feel the presence of cartels in their every day lives. The use of extortion and kidnapping 

by cartels combined with a lack of trust in security forces terrorizes the population and makes 

them feel like they have no where to turn. Despite this fact, crime rates in Mexico remain 

lower than in other parts of Latin America. Venezuela, for example, has among the highest 

homicide rates in the world. Yet the pervasive infiltration of cartels into public life gives 

Mexicans a heightened sense of the severity of violent crime in their own country.Although 

accurate statistics are hard to come by, it is quite possible that 60,000 people have died in the 

last six-plus years as a result of armed conflict between the Mexican cartels and the Mexican 

government, amongst cartels fighting each other, and as a result of cartels targeting citizens. 

Mexico has been struggling with drug production and drug transit through its territory from 

South America to the U.S. for many decades, given the fact that it is the most important 

transit country for drug production originating from South America. In recent years, the 

escalating violence in Mexico has led to dramatic deterioration of the security situation. 

Recent wave of drug-war violence is associated with the beginning of the term of President 

Felipe Calderón in December 2006. The immediate implications of his assumption of the 

presidency and his hard-line policy, which he has applied against drug cartels and organized 

criminal groups across the country, were the deployment of Mexican army to fight cartels and 

the gradual weakening of the influence of local and state police at the expense of federal 

troops. This was done in order to combat corruption and collaboration of local law-

enforcement institutions with drug trafficking organizations (DTOs). The consequence of 

such a policy, however, has been increased violence among rival cartels and between them 

and the federal police and military, resulting in a dramatic increase of the number of 

victims.The future of US-Mexican counterdrug cooperation, as well as of the whole bilateral 

relation in the area of security, depends on the outcome of US presidential elections. As for 

Mexico, Enrique Peña Nieto takes the office on December 1, 2012 that will mark a comeback 

of his party PRI after 12 years in opposition. As far as the security strategy of the future 

Mexican President is concerned, there are no significant changes to be expected. Peña Nieto 

seems to be aware of the current situation and its consequences as well as of the inevitability 

of an extremely close and dynamic mutual cooperation with the US. 
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